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community of nations. These must naturally aw^it
discussion in free council by those concerned? One
of the questions for that discussion is this: how can
the small nations enjoy their independence without,
continual danger not only to themselves but afeo to
their neighbours, even their greater neighbours, from
the menace of the aggressors ?
The freedom of the Netherlands is valuable to us
not merely on strategic grounds. It has been of im-
mense value to the civilization of all Europe and all
the world. Dutch independence has been the founda-
tion of the greatness of Dutchmen in many generations
who have given to the world new and living thoughts
and experiences and beliefs. For nearly four hundred
years the Dutch people have stood up for their free-
dom against the tyranny of successive invaders; and
the free nations who have welcomed them as Allies
recognize that the world needs them as a free nation.
Just as their freedom must be restored by the joint
effort of the Allies, so its preservation, once it is
restored, must depend on the collective strength and,
wisdom of the friends of justice. In a recent speech
Prince Bernhard, the Queen's soldier son-in-law, ex-
pressed his heartfelt wish that the close ties of friend-
ship and co-operation which now linked Great Britain
and the Netherlands might always be maintained. He
said: 'Many great responsibilities we share, and I
believe that the influence of our present brotherhood
in arms may reach far beyond the war issue of the
moment.'